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• Born in 1986.

• Grew up in Tartu, 
Estonia.

• PhD in Philosophy 
from the 
University of Tartu 
in 2014.



My academic 
path (after PhD)

• Harvard University (2017-2019)

• Hiroshima University (2019-
2020)

• Hokkaido University (2020-2021)

• Back in Tartu (2021-...)



Before Japan

• Late 2018, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, 4 years since 
PhD.

• The idea to apply for JSPS 
fellowship came from a Japanese 
colleague at Harvard, Katsunori
Miyahara.

• The future host: Kengo
Miyazono. 



Application

• Project title: “Using Imagination to 
Learn What to Want”

• Simple application process.

• Research interests closely aligned with 
the host’s profile.

• Research plan included joint publications.

Kengo Miyazono

Associate Professor 
in Hokkaido 
University,

formerly in 
Hiroshima university



Hiroshima (early days)

• Finishing some earlier papers, 
Kengo’s feedback.

• Joint projects on:
• vividness of mental imagery;

• drink titles.

• Conferences in Akita and Tokyo.

• Japanese classes.

• Submissions to international 
conferences.



Pandemic

Spring 2020

• No more in-person meetings or 
conferences.

• No more Japanese classes.

• No more international conferences.

• No more toilet paper.

• The project on drink titles was also 
postponed indefinitely.



Summer 2020

• Regular Zoom meetings with Kengo.

• Online reading groups.

• New joint projects:
• epistemology of memory and imagination;
• self-knowledge of emotion.



Moving to Sapporo (autumn 2020)

• Work-in-progress seminar with 
other philosophers at Hokudai
(online).

• Connections with CHAIN 
(Hokkaido University Center for 
Human Nature, Artificial 
Intelligence, and Neuroscience).



Winter/spring in 
Sapporo

• Continuing to work on joint papers.

• Submissions to online international 
conferences.

• Science Dialogue lecture, “What Is 
Philosopher’s Work,” in Sapporo Asahigaoka
Senior High School, March 19.

• Teaching with Kengo an online seminar on 
the role of imagination in science to Hokudai
graduate students.

• Soup curry and ジンギスカン



Summer in Sapporo

• Beginning to work on a paper on 
epistemology of imagination (later 
published in Noûs, one of the top 3 
journals on philosophy).

• Finishing a manuscript on aesthetic 
reasons (later published in Australasian 
Journal of Philosophy).

• Online international conferences:
28th Conference of the European Society for 
Philosophy and Psychology,  The Aristotelian 
Society 95th Joint Session, 28th Conference of 
the European Society for Philosophy and 
Psychology, The European Society for 
Aesthetics 2021 Conference. 



Departure



Results





Book chapters



Invited talks



Other outcomes

Connections between Estonian and Japanese 
philosophers:

• Hokkaido-Tartu philosophy workshop 
(June 21-22, 2022).

Future research:
1) book project on epistemology of 
imagination and memory (with Kengo);

2) work on aesthetic appreciation and 
pleasure (potential collaborations with other 
Japanese colleagues);

3) joint grant proposal on imagination with 
colleagues in Tartu.



Thank you for listening!
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