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Policy background

“The Programme should support R&I activities in the field of social sciences and humanities (SSH). This entails advancing 
scientific knowledge in that domain and making use of insights and progress from SSH to increase economic and 
societal impact of the Programme”

Horizon Europe Regulation, Para. 14, L 170/3

“Horizon Europe shall ensure a multidisciplinary approach and shall foresee, where appropriate, the integration of 
social sciences and humanities across all clusters and activities developed under the Programme, including specific 
calls on SSH related topics”

Horizon Europe Regulation, Art. 7 “Principles of the Problem”, para. 2

“The effective integration of social sciences and humanities (SSH) in all clusters, including all missions and 
partnerships, is a principle through the Programme cycle. SSH are a key constituent of research and innovation, 
especially regarding the twin green and digital”

Horizon Europe Strategic Plan 2021-24
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SSH integration – what and why?

What?

➢ A technical term of the European Commission referring to the doing of inter-/multi-/transdisciplinary research

➢ Refers to heterogeneous groups of actors (i.e. researchers) stemming from different disciplines within the social
sciences and humanities (“SSH”)

➢ Differing thematic specialties and methodological approaches

Why?

➢ Need for “human centric” focus in all research areas

➢ Develop better solutions to complex problems facing Europe/the world (technical solutions are not enough!)

➢ Develop solutions with clear social relevance, cost effectiveness, and marketability

➢ Integration of SSH disciplines in R&I projects leads to stronger societal impact broader/better citizen engagement
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SSH in Horizon Europe

SSH aspects in Horizon Europe

6 Thematic Clusters
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Why include SSH in a proposal?

➢ European Commission explicitly calls on SSH experts to contribute to framing the questions and issues to be tackled 
in Horizon Europe

➢ Topics are 'flagged' for SSH by European Commission, i.e. they point to SSH research as integral part of the 
expertise needed to properly address the issue outlined in the topic

➢ Proposals submitted for topics 'flagged' for SSH should contain meaningful, integrated contributions from SSH
researchers

➢ Depending on the topic: indispensable for understanding the challenge to be addressed

➢ SSH perspectives can lead to new findings, approaches, and solutions

➢ Improved application/use of project results: complex social problems require socially acceptable solutions and
products

➢ Better chances during evaluation (for SSH relevant topics)
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Flagging SSH research in Horizon Europe

➢Main instrument used by the European Commission to ensure involvement of specific SSH research methods, 
competencies, and skills in funded research projects

➢ Flagging in all non-Cluster 2 clusters and missions

➢ Specific terminology (i.e. words and phrases) used to identify SSH research /researcher / expert involvement

➢ Usage of a standard sentence for all SSH flagged topics (scope section), starting with WP 2023-24 (Clusters 1, 3, 4, 
5, 6)

“This topic requires the effective contribution of SSH disciplines and the

involvement of SSH experts, institutions as well as the inclusion of

relevant SSH expertise, in order to produce meaningful and significant

effects enhancing the societal impact of the related research activities.”
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Where to look? F&T Portal
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Where to look for SSH partners? F&T Portal
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Where to look for SSH partners? Brokerage meetings

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/

Click “STAGE” button on the website and 
learn about more upcoming networking 

opportunities

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/
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SSH Integration: practical tips (summary)

SSH

contribution in

proposal

Often overlooked!

Closely read &

understand what

the topic is asking

for

Can have definite

advantages for

evaluation of

proposal

Find SSH

partners

Use existing

network; look

within own

organization

Take part in

brokerage events

(e.g. from

Net4Society)

Partner search

(Net4Society &

Funding &Tenders

Opportunities

Portal)

Involvement of

SSH aspects &

partners

Include SSH aspects

in all proposal parts

(Parts A & B); Part B:

Excellence, Impact,

Implementation

SSH partners must

be part of project

consortium

Plan sufficient &

reasonable budget

for SSH partners,

tasks, & planned

activities
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Useful tools – Net4SocietyHE Portal

http://www.net4society.eu
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Useful tools – SSH Opportunities document

“Opportunities for Researchers from the Socio-
economic Sciences and Humanities (SSH) in
Horizon Europe”

➢ Overview of SSH funding chances in Horizon
Europe Programme (all Clusters & some other
programming areas)

➢ Goes beyond European Commission flagged topics

➢ 3 categories: dedicated topics, relevant topics,
topics with minor SSH relevance

➢ Published regularly during project runtime

➢ Current version: Q1 2023

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/news/ssh-opportunities-document-published
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/news/ssh-opportunities-document-published
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/news/ssh-opportunities-document-published
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Useful tools – SSH Opportunities document
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Factsheets* on SSH Integration good practices

Good practice: examples from successful inter and
multidisciplinary projects (project design & carry out):

- Based on interviews with project coordinators different
flagged topics

- Focus on the nature (the “how”) of SSH researchers’
inclusion in the projects

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/store/success-stories-ssh-stem-collaboration
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Useful tools – SHAPE-ID toolkit

Tips, guidelines, examples on how to 
carry out interdisciplinary research

Designed for use by:

- Researchers

- Research organizations

- Research funders/policymakers

- Societal partners (e.g. artists/creative 
practitioners, CSOs, NGOs, non profits

https://www.shapeidtoolkit.eu/

https://www.shapeidtoolkit.eu/
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Stay informed & contact us

Contact the coordination team

contact@net4society.eu

Website:

www.net4society.eu

mailto:contact@net4society.eu
http://www.net4society.eu/
https://twitter.com/net4society
https://www.facebook.com/net4society
https://de.linkedin.com/company/net4society?trk=public_post_feed-actor-name
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJgBC0IRCYF8mLfCMD4pPbA
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