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Estonian Research Council (ETAG) has conducted three calls of applications (2019, 2021 and 2023) for 
proof-of-concept grants (PoC).  

In first two calls the applicants were to submit preliminary applications and after preliminary evaluation 
the ones meeting certain requirements were entitled to submit the full application (applying was two-
staged). Award of grants was decided based on the evaluations of full applications. The third call was 
one-staged, only the full applications were submitted. 

Table 1. Number of applications and success rates in three calls 
  2019 2021 2023 
Number of preliminary applications 59 76 68 
Number of applications disqualified after preliminary 
evaluation 29 24   
Number of applicants not submitting full application 8 2   
Number of full applications evaluated 22 50 68 
Number of grants 8 12 14 
Success rate (proportion of number of grants out of number 
of evaluated full applications) 36% 24% 21% 

 

Table 2. Applied sum, granted sum and success rates in three calls 
  2019 2021 2023 
Sum applied for in preliminary applications (EUR) 5 513 219 7 371 970 9 746 750 
Applied sum of disqualified applications (EUR) 2 633 219 2 233 300   
Applied sum of applicants not submitting full 
application (EUR) 770 000 200 000   
Sum applied for in full applications evaluated (EUR) 2 110 000 4 938 670 9 746 750 
Sum granted (EUR) 760 000 1 194 750 2 028 750 
Success rate (proportion of granted sum out of sum 
applied for in evaluated full applications) 36% 24% 21% 
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Figure 1. Number of applications and grants, 
success rates 

Figure 2. Sum of applications and grants, success 
rates 

 
The maximum grant amount was 100 000 in 2019 and 2021 calls, 150 000 in 2023 call. Most of the 
applicants applied for the maximum grant amount (2019 – 91%, 2021 – 86% ja 2023 – 78%). 

Table 3. Sum of evaluated full applications in three calls 
  2019 2021 2023 
Minimum sum applied for (EUR) 50 000 58 000 39 875 
Maximum sum applied for (EUR) 100 000 100 000 150 000 
Average sum applied for (EUR) 95 909 98 773 143 335 
Minimum sum granted (EUR) 60 000 96 000 93 750 
Maximum sum granted (EUR) 100 000 100 000 150 000 

 
In 2019 there were applications from six, 2021 ten and 2023 six research and development (R&D) 
institutions, grants were awarded for the researchers of 2019 three, 2021 seven and 2023 four R&D 
institutions. 

Table 4. Number of evaluated full applications and grants by R&D institutions and calls 
  2019 2021 2023 

R&D institution Applications Grants Applications Grants Applications Grants 
University of Tartu 9 2 23 2 27 5 
Tallinn University of Technology 7 4 13 5 25 5 
National Institute of Chemical Physics 
and Biophysics 2   4 1 7 2 
Estonian University of Life Sciences 1   2 1 5 2 
Tallinn University 2 2 3       
AS TFTAK         3   
Estonian Academy of Arts 1   1   1   
Cybernetica AS     1 1     
Institute of the Estonian Language     1 1     
Estonian Literary Museum     1       
The Centre of Estonian Rural Research 
and Knowledge     1 1     
Total 22 8 50 12 68 14 
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Table 5. Sum of evaluated full applications and grants by R&D institutions and calls 
  2019 2021 2023 

R&D institution Applications Grants Applications Grants Applications Grants 
University of Tartu 850 000 200 000 2 245 000 200 000 3 869 500 750 000 
Tallinn University of Technology 200 000 360 000 299 875 496 000   678 750 
National Institute of Chemical 
Physics and Biophysics 200 000   400 000 100 000 1 006 875 300 000 
Estonian University of Life 
Sciences 100 000   199 625 99 625 750 000 300 000 
Tallinn University 200 000 200 000 299 875       
AS TFTAK         450 000   
Estonian Academy of Arts 100 000   100 000   150 000   
Cybernetica AS     99 125 99 125     
Institute of the Estonian 
Language     100 000 100 000     
Estonian Literary Museum     100 000       
The Centre of Estonian Rural 
Research and Knowledge     100 000 100 000     
Total 2 110 000 760 000 4 938 670 1 194 750 9 746 750 2 028 750 

 

The applicants could mark up to three research fields and their proportions to the application. The 
division of applications and grants between six research fields of Frascati Manual taking into account 
the marked proportions is shown in table 6. Engineering and Technology and Natural Sciences are the 
fields with most applications and grants. 

Table 6. Number of evaluated full applications and grants by research fields taking into account the 
marked proportions of each field 

  2019 2021 2023 
 Field of research (Frascati 

Manual) Applications Grants Applications Grants Applications Grants 
Natural Sciences 6,85 3,3 14,4 4,8 27,3 6,5 
Engineering and Technology 12,15 3,6 19,9 4,2 30,8 7,3 
Medical and Health Sciences 2 0,8 7,8 1,1 5,1 0 
Agricultural and Veterinary 
Sciences 0,5 0 1,75 1,5 2,45 0,3 
Social Sciences 0,3 0,3 5 0 2,4 0 
Humanities and Arts 0,2 0 1,2 0,5 0 0 
Total 22 8 50 12 68 14 
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Table 7. Number and proportion of evaluated full applications and grants by gender of the Principal 
Investigator 
  2019 2021 2023 

 Applications Grants Applications Grants Applications Grants 
Number of women 7 2 20 4 14 1 
Number of men 15 6 30 8 54 13 
Proportion of women 32% 25% 40% 33% 21% 7% 
Proportion of men 68% 75% 60% 67% 79% 93% 

 

In addition to the Principal Investigator, members of the research staff with necessary qualification 
carrying out the research tasks and students, whose work is related to the topic of the project, may 
participate in the implementation of the project of PoC. In average there were 2,6-2,8 (minimum 1, 
maximum 9) members of the staff in applications and 2,6-3,8 (minimum 1, maximum 9) members of 
the staff in grants, 1,2-1,5 (minimum 0, maximum 6) students in applications and 0,6-1,6 (minimum 0, 
maximum 6) students in grants. 

 
Figure 3. Participants included in PoC applications and grants by role, gender and calls 

In first two calls the projects could start in the call year or the next year. The number of projects by 
project start year is shown in table 8. 

Table 8. Number of grants by project start year 
Project start Number of grants 

2019 4 
2020 4 
2021 8 
2022 4 
2023 14 
Total 34 

 


