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• One of the oldest and most 
comprehensive regional 
collaborations in the world

• Nordic Council (1952) –
Inter-parliamentary forum

• Nordic Council of Ministers 
(1971) – Inter-governmental 
body

The Nordic 
Co-operation

© Magnus Fröderberg/norden.org



Nordic-Baltic cooperation

• Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have become closely knit in both the 
formal and informal Nordic cooperation

• Nordic and Baltic prime ministers and foreign ministers meet 
annually to discuss questions of regional interest in the so-called NB8 
format

• cooperate in an informal and close manner with the Nordic-co-
operation (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, 
Greenland, Faroe Islands, Åland)

Home - norden.ee

https://www.norden.ee/en/


NordForsk-Baltic cooperation

“The Nordic and Baltic countries have 
joined forces and collaborate in 
several research initiatives on 
everything from agriculture to future 
working life and green transition, + 
migration, fisheries, health and 
care, ”

Nordic-Baltic research collaboration is valuable | NordForsk

https://www.nordforsk.org/news/nordic-baltic-research-collaboration-valuable


Nordic-Baltic Added
Value I

• Because the research/research 
cooperation occurs in the Nordic-Baltic 
region

• Improved scientific quality

• Regional mobility and networking

• Build critical mass and/or expertise

• Increase chances of EU/international success

© Terje Heiestad

Nordic added value in Nordic research co-operation

https://www.norden.org/en/publication/nordic-added-value-nordic-research-co-operation


Nordic-Baltic  Added
Value II

• Added value which can only be 
achieved through Nordic-Baltic 
cooperation

• Cost effectiveness by sharing infrastructure and 
data

• Utilises data from uniquely Nordic Registers

• Address needs that are unique to the Nordic 
and Baltic Countries

© iStock .com
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• Annual budget of NOK 150 
million from the 
Nordic Council of Ministers

• National research 
funding organisations co-
fund minimum 2/3 of the 
calls

NordForsk 
funding model

National 
funders

NordForsk



Cross border funding 

• Estonia  Nordic

• Estonian funding does not leave Estonia

• Estonian partners (organisations) thus follow national eligibility criteria and 
budget rules (Annex 1)

•  between the Nordic countries, YES

• “Real common pot” with no fair return is the preferred model

• Nordic eligibility criteria and budget rules

•  

X



Several sources of funding to 
one project- 
- Nordic co-host

• If Estonian PI (Project owner) , the Nordic 
funding must be administered by a Nordic 
organisation

• Estonian partners must adhere to 
national eligibility rules (Annex 1)

• Estonian partner sign contract with 
Estonian funder (ETAG)

• Nordic partner sign contract with 
NordForsk
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• Sustainable health and social 
care systems for elderly – 
Insights

• Scroll down

Annex 1

Sustainable health and social care systems for elderly - Insights

https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#call/3645/details
https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#call/3645/details
https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#call/3645/details
https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#call/3645/details


Reporting to NordForsk
Progress (project progress and economy)- end of March

• Project owner responsible for progress reporting to NordForsk. 

• If Estonian PI: Nordic co-host is responsible

Impact reporting – end of March, PO is responsible/co-host

Final report, 3 months after  end of project, PO /co-host.

NordForsk online portal, and in the Research fish portal

Reporting to Estonian funder 



Opportunities for collaboration in 
NordForsk calls

• Estonian-Nordic collaboration possible in most NordForsk calls

• Estonian organisations can be partners in projects funded by NordForsk

• Pay their own costs if an Estonian funder is not participating

• Advisors, reference group members etc can get some costs covered from the Nordic 
grant
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Sustainable health and care 
systems for elderly (NORELD) as 
example:

• minimum- three Nordic partners

• Estonian partners and budget 
comes in addition

Nordic-Estonian calls



Partners



Decision
by the
NordForsk 
Board 

Call 
committee
recommen-
dation

International 
peer review

Call for 
proposals

Development and 
evaluation of calls in NordForsk

Call committee
develops the content of
the call



NORELD- consortium

• PO ( Nordic co-host) can be from: 

• Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

• Partner organisations  that can get costs covered from grant: 

• Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Greenland, Åland, Faroe Islands,, Latvia, 
Lithuania (remember national eligibility criteria)

• Partner organisations ; other countries can be partners if they cover 
their own costs  (UK, NL) 



Eligibility criteria

• The research consortium must include research performing 
organisations in at least three Nordic countries.

• Individual researchers may participate in one proposal in this call. If 
a researcher participates in more than one proposal in this call, then 
all those proposals will be rejected in the eligibility check stage.

• Estonian PI must meet the eligibility criteria set by ETAG , Annex 1
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• “One stop shop” CALLS –
Insights

• Use the «preview form function»

• share access with partners that
have profile

• «Partners» are organisations

• «participants» are individuals

NordForsk 
Application portal

https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#home/opencalls
https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#home/opencalls


Budget forms in 
the portal
• Use “preview form” 

• Two excel templates

• total

• budget/ partner 

• Table in the online form for the 
Nordic budget



Instructions in portal



FAQ

• Finland

• OH

• Co-funding

• Funding of participants extra-Nordic and Baltic

• Can undertakings be part of the consortium? 

• How balanced must the budget be, can one partner get a big part of the budget? 



Contact list and webinar

Would you like to connect with other researchers interested in the call? If 
so, you can join our contact list. Simply sign up and complete a brief form, 
and you will be added to a list where your information will be shared with 
other researchers.

Call for proposals on Sustainable health and social care systems for 
elderly | NordForsk

https://www.nordforsk.org/calls/call-proposals-sustainable-health-and-social-care-systems-elderly
https://www.nordforsk.org/calls/call-proposals-sustainable-health-and-social-care-systems-elderly
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• Sustainable health and social care systems for elderly – Insights

• Deadline February 20

Upcoming: 

o Safe and Ethical use of Artificial intelligence

o Research on Forestry

o Research on Societal Security

o Research infrastructure collaboration

• Straight to inbox: Subscribe to newsletter from NordForsk

Opportunities in 
calls for research

© vorDa/iStock.com  |

https://funding.nordforsk.org/portal/?_gl=1*8c1t9d*_ga*NzQ3ODc3NTIzLjE2NzUzNDI4OTc.*_ga_Y9WRJ6TMM6*MTcyNzA4MDY3My41NDcuMS4xNzI3MDgwNjkzLjQwLjAuMA..#call/3645/details
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nordforsk.org%2Fnewsletter&data=05%7C01%7Ckristin.andersen%40nordforsk.org%7Ce081a296b0d043a85d9308db9ca9654f%7C3ade1a8a38974a03bd5cf4feb7704f86%7C0%7C0%7C638276023583972522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UHwHFX7fvZkCf9EIp%2FnjF2X%2BKRfVuSyXbB9MQ979w9E%3D&reserved=0


Thank you for your attention

Sign up for our newsletters at nordforsk.org and nordicenergy.org

@NordForsk

@NordicEnergyResearch
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