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University of Tartu 

1. Scientific Impact of Research 

1.1. Positive aspects 

Beyond doubt, the quality and impact of the research at HV, its sustainability and its societal 

impact is good, in some areas, like the transdisciplinary research projects listed below, even 

very good. HV plays a leading role in the internationalization of research in the humanities and 

is therefore an example to other (smaller) institutions in this area. To fully realise this potential, 

the panel recommends the management of HV to assume a more active role, internally within 

the Faculty and externally towards other research institutions. 

- The InCites data shows that the number and impact of the publications of the Faculty of Arts 

and Humanities (HV) is quite high. This demonstrates that the publication strategy of HV to 

generate substantial scientific impact beyond Estonia has been successful. 

- Transdisciplinary research on the ethnic history of the prehistoric peoples of the Eastern 

European Plain, involving researchers from archeology, linguistics, and genetics, has been very 

successful. 

- The transdisciplinary research on the nutrition and health status of the ancient population from 

the neolithic to the middle ages, involves researchers from the humanities and natural sciences, 

and has published a number of innovative research results. 

- The success of the Development of Estonian and Uralic language corpora for oral and non-

standard language runs parallel with large-scale international collections about Uralic 

languages. It has resulted in publications by prominent publishing houses, thus contributing to 

the international visibility of the HV’s research. 

- The project ‘Semiotic analysis of political semiotics, information warfare and conspiracy 

theories collaborates with the Estonian national security and defence. The project has 

developed resources for improving media literacy and information security, thus demonstrating 

how academic research can have an unexpected relevance in other fields. 
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- Completion of a systematic Estonian grammar. It is the first systematic treatment of the 

Estonian spoken language, containing an overview of Estonian pronunciation, morphology, 

word derivation, syntax and speech phenomena. 

- Researchers of HV participated in various other prominent (international and interdisciplinary) 

projects, one of which has received the Estonian National Research Award in 2023. 

- The UT Centre of Ethics registered several trademarks in the fields of value education in 

schools and kindergarten. 

1.2. Areas for improvement 

- Despite the serious efforts of the research management of HV and its researchers (see 

above), the involvement of HV researchers in the interdisciplinary research at a university level 

is relatively limited. The panel learned that this is partly due to limited interest from the 

researchers of other faculties, but also due to the historical approach that has traditionally 

dominated the humanities, making it difficult to find a common ground with researchers from 

other disciplines, who typically deploy a more thematic approach. 

- There is disparity in the involvement of the Institutes/Schools in the interdisciplinary projects 

of HV. 

1.3. Recommendations 

- The panel supports HV’s initiatives for improvement of scientific impact, mentioned in the Self 

Evaluation Report (section 1.3) and their Strategic Plan 

- The panel recommend that, with support from the the management of HV, a senior researcher 

from Humanities with good personal and professional contacts could become an 

interdisciplinary pioneer by extending structural research collaborations with another faculty or 

faculties to encourage dialogue. 

.- In light of the existing quality of the publications the panel recommend HV to take its research 

to the next level by encouraging researchers to apply more for European funding streams. 
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- The Self Evaluation Report shows that creative research has a rather marginal position in HV. 

The panel recommend the researchers in art to further develop their research and research 

skills and to draw on the Estonian Artistic Research Framework and to collaborate with EKA 

and others to do so. 

Assessment of the scientific impact of research 

Exceeds threshold. 

 

2. Sustainability of Research 

2.1. Positive aspects 

- Researchers of HV are consistently represented in national centres of excellence. 

- HV has a good culture of grant applications. 

- HV has been successful in receiving competitive national and international grant funding. As 

a result, the total volume of research and development revenues doubled over the period 2018-

2023. 

- The recent (2022) introduction of a new system for PhD projects has resulted in an 

improvement of the PhD programs, a change in the approach of PhD candidates and their 

supervisors, and a rise of the number of defended dissertations. 

- The PhD’s were content with the supervision and support they receive, and their involvement 

in the doctoral school. They appreciate a positive social culture and care for their wellbeing. 

- HV has a very good research infrastructure, notably in the fields of archeology, linguistics, and 

phonetics. 

- HV has a transparent system and clear criteria for the evaluation of research and the 

promotion of researchers. The library facilities are good. 

- The panel welcomes the introduction of a support system for the retirement of professors, thus 

enabling HV to create more career openings for younger researchers. 
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- HV has instigated various initiatives to support (younger) researchers improving their output: 

informal mentoring, writing camps, joint publications, task flexibility, provision of a research 

coordinator, financial support for projects that were unsuccessful in external funding 

applications. 

- There is evidence of good collegiality among the researchers. 

- HV and its institutes organize regular staff meetings, to engage and include all colleagues in 

faculty matters. 

2.2. Areas for improvement 

- The panel noted that researchers across HV would welcome proactive support  from the 

management of HV in mediating between the university’s management and the researchers. 

- Communication between the researchers and the rectorate appeared to be notably distant. 

- Even though the recently introduced new system for doctoral students is a significant 

improvement compared to the past, the panel conclude from the statistical overview that there 

are still a large number of doctoral students enrolled (269), whose supervision is demanding 

considerable time from senior researchers. 

2.3. Recommendations 

These recommendations are not intended to downplay the quality of the research management 

of HV but to encourage them to play a more proactive role to improve the research quality 

further. 

- The panel recommend HV to take the initiative to make (formal) agreements with other 

Estonian institutes that are active in linguistics and archeology to facilitate the sharing of 

equipment and related resources. This will require extending participation in the Centre for 

Estonian Language Resources to other institutes and setting up structural cooperation with the 

Estonian National Museum. 



Regular Evaluation Report 2024 

Arts and Humanities 
 
 

5 
 

- The panel recommend HV reflect on the structure of their future strategy and risk mitigation 

to ensure they can maintain quality and productivity. 

- The panel recommend the management of HV to ensure that researchers who are successful 

in applying for external (international) funding receive additional administrative support. 

- HV has a well-functioning (research) management. Yet the panel deems that this potential 

could be developed further. Therefore, the panel recommend HV to support the development 

of excellence in publication and funding success across the board more actively. 

- The panel recommend HV to ensure that Arts and Humanities is represented and has a strong 

voice in shaping Centres of Excellence. 

- Although there is evidence of informal mentoring occuring, the Panel considers that the 

(research) management of HV could initiate a more proactive stance in this field. In particular, 

the panel recommend that a structure of annual personal review meetings would help 

colleagues manage their workload and make the most of their research. 

- A special research ethics committee is needed for HV because their ethical concerns differ 

from other fields of research. 

Assessment of the sustainability of research 

Exceeds threshold. 

 

3. Societal Impact of Research 

3.1. Positive aspects 

- The key areas of societal impact of HV research (language policy, higher education, ethics, 

translation, sustainability, and gender equality awareness) align with the research focus of HV. 
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- HV is active in creating digital and printed material for teaching Estonian to non-native 

speakers, the provision of supplementary training for teachers, and the development of a 

dianostic tool for bilingual children. 

- In the field of heritage preservation HV collaborates with the Estonian National Heritage Board, 

which uses the archeological location information system in its daily work. 

- Scholars from philosophy and theology HV have notably played a central role in developing 

values-based education through a program of the Estonian Ministry of Education and Research, 

and contributed to the development of the Estonian Code of Conduct for Research Integrity. 

- HV has developed a series of micro-credential programs in various fields of study to introduce 

its research to adult learners. 

- HV has been an important centre for teacher training, and co-organizes seminars on 

language-related topics. 

- Different institutes of HV organize roundtables and other platforms for meeting stakeholders. 

- Many HV scholars are recognized public intellectuals who speak about their work in various 

media. Special mention deserves the popular archeological journal Tutulus, published since 

2012, which won the science communication prize in 2022. 

- HV has a communication officer, assisting researchers to present their results in a way that is 

attractive to the media. 

3.2. Areas for improvement 

The panel considered the presentation of societal impact was reflective and extensive. 

One notable opportunity for improvement would be the use of data alongside a narrative to 

indicate the scale and scope of societal impact and its development and effectiveness over 

time. 

3.3. Recommendations 

The role of the communication officer could be more clearly explained. 
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- The panel supports the suggestions of HV to emphasize digital humanities through the 

creation of a Centre for Digital Text Scholarship, and to assume a stronger role in the research-

based training of teachers of humanities through the Centre for Didactics of Humanities. 

- HV would benefit from a more structural evaluation of societal impact to help focus this activity 

where it has most impact. 

- The panel recommends HV to train researchers in taking a more active approach to societal 

impact. 

Assessment of the societal impact of research 

Exceeds threshold. 

 

4. Assessment proposal 

4.1. Proposal summary 

In accordance with Section 8.4 of the Regular Evaluation Guidance 2024, the research and 

development activities of the University of Tartu in the field of Humanities and the Arts are 

proposed to be evaluated positively, as all assessment criteria meet or exceed the 

established thresholds. 

 

5. Additional Feedback 

5.1. Feedback on the institution’s additional questions that are described at the final 

page of the report 

N/A 
 

 


