
� Albania
� Austria
� Belgium
� Bosnia and Herzegovina
� Bulgaria
� Croatia
� Cyprus
� Czech Republic
� Denmark
� Estonia
� Finland
� France
� Germany

� Greece
� Hungary
� Iceland
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� Latvia
� Lithuania
� Luxembourg
� Malta
� The Republic of 

Moldova
� Montenegro
� The Netherlands
� The Republic of 

North Macedonia
� Norway
� Poland
� Portugal
� Romania
� Serbia
� Slovakia
� Slovenia
� Spain
� Sweden
� Switzerland
� Turkey
� United Kingdom

� Israel � South Africa

1 Cooperating Member 1 Partner Member 
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38 Members

�COST Members non-ITCs  
(Inclusiveness Target 
Countries)

�COST Members ITCs 
�COST Cooperating Member
�COST Partner Member

COST membership
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European Cooperation in Science & Technology 

Promoting and spreading
excellence

Fostering interdisciplinary 
research
for breakthrough science

Empowering and retaining young
researchers

STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

VISION

MISSION

Europe’s most
empowering
research
programme

COST provides networking
opportunities for researchers
and innovators in order to
strengthen Europe’s capacity
to address scientific,
technological and societal
challenges



Key figures 
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Running Actions Training schools Average annual budget
of a COST Action

Short-term
scientific missions

Researchers involved
in COST Actions

COST budget
(in Horizon Europe for a 
3-year period)

292 203 €134,500

2,320 45,000 €153 million



How it works?
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Secondary proposersMain
proposer

COST Action participants
nominated by

COST National Coordinators



PROMOTING AND SPREADING EXCELLENCE
Priority 1
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Percentage of research 
community mobilised in COST

Researchers mobilised 
in COST (mid-2021)



Priority 2
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FOSTERING INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH FOR BREAKTHROUGH SCIENCE 
Materials

engineeringChemical
engineeringMechanical

engineeringElectrical and information
engineering

Biological sciences

Chemical sciences

Physical sciences

Computer and information
sciences

Mathematics

Arts

Philosophy, ethics and religion

Languages and literature

History and archeology
Other social sciences

Media and communications
Social and economic

geography Political
science

Law Sociology
Educational

sciences
Economics and business

Psychology
Other agricultural sciences

Agricultural biotechnology

Veterinary science

Animal and dairy science

Agriculture, forestry
and fisheries

Other medical sciences

Medical biotechnology

Health sciences

Clinical medicine

Basic medicine

Other engineering and technologies
Nanotechnology

Industrial biotechnology

Environmental
biotechnology

Environmental
engineering

Medical
engineering

Civil engineering

Earth and environmental sciences

Other humanities



ERC Advanced
Grant
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EMPOWERING AND RETAINING YOUNG RESEARCHERS

BOTTOM-UP NETWORKING 
SCHEMES

Erasmus+

MSCA

ERC Starting 
Grant

ERC Consolidator 
Grant

Students

Post-
graduates

Assistant 
professor/ 
Associate
professor

Assistant 
professor/ 
Full professor

Full professor

Post-docs

Researchers’ career development and 
complementary funding schemes

Priority 3



Implementing COST’s strategic priorities
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Meetings, workshops  
conferences, 

and conference 
grants 

Training 
schools 

Short-term
scientific missions 

Dissemination
activities 

COST ACTIONS

Virtual networking 
grants 

COST 
science-informed

policy advice
COST

Academy
COST

Innovators
Grant

COST global
networking

COST
Connect



Examples of COST Success Stories
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“Neutron stars like to become black holes,” says Action Chair Prof. Luciano Rezzolla of Goethe

University Frankfurt, Germany, who also played a prominent role in the collaboration that had
presented the first-ever image of a black hole. “The two have a lot in common, and so the expertise

that was developed and nurtured in NewCompStar also provided fertile ground for this imaging work.”

• COST Action MP1304
• Running from 16/05/2013 - 24/11/2017

• NewCompStar - Exploring fundamental
physics with compact stars

• On 10 April 2019, the world discovered the
first-ever picture of a black hole in stunning
detail



Career Advancement 

“I truly believe that my experience as a COST Action 
Chair helped me with achieving my permanent 
position in Portugal”.
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88% of researchers participating in COST Actions indicate 
that participation has led to career advancement. Moreover, 
95% of researchers participating in COST Actions would 
recommend their colleagues to join a COST Action

Dr Raquel Conceição, University of 
Lisbon, 


