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2019
2025

The mountain ridge
of covid

The valley of dispair

Trust in science

The uphill 
of hope

and scientists



On-line surveys on a four-month basis 

since January 2019 mapping attitudes 

towards science and knowledge

Mapping attitudes towards 

science and knowledge

in Norway

On-line surveys on a four-month basis 
since 2019 
 



What we fear the most
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N=28 000 

Is was time for some help 



On-line surveys on a four-month basis 

since January 2019 mapping attitudes 

towards science and knowledge

• Increasing uncertainty, 
complexity, and risk 

• Growing integration with 
politics = research carries more 
of the “burden of trust” in 
society (“evidence-based 
policy”)

• Science-related populism, linked 
to a broader anti-elite 
narrative
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A new international public sphere
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Science as a method

Scientific institutions

Research fields

Specific
claims

Rekker, 2021 Rekker 2021
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Overall findings

Trust in science and 
scientist remain high 
throughout the period 

More uncertainty

High degree of trust 
in public funded 
research
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THE POLITICAL OUTSIDER

THE ANTI-ELITIST

THE IDEOLOGIST

YOUNG MEN
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Rekker, 2021
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The effect of rethoric? 



The cost of science-based policy advice?
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62%

44%54%

42%

32%
27%

Decline in trust in research fields

Renewable energy

Climate research

Gender studies



Trust in climate research – by age 

1. THE IDEOLOGIST: An ideological mechanism, where trust varies between researchfields in line with political attitudes (for example, 

higher trust inclimate research on the left and in economics on the right).

2. GEN Z: Young men are increasingly diverging from young women in their attitudes toward science and societal issues in general.
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Rekker, 2021

63,1

71,3

62,0 65,5

46,8
42,0

44,8

51,2 48,6
52,5

39,7 40,5

2019-11 2020-04 2022-04 2022-12 2023-08 2024-02 2024-11 2025-03

18-30

30-



What we fear the mSo let's look more closely at polarization. We could for instance 

imagine the key findings as characters. 

1. THE POLITICAL OUTSIDER: In the last parliamentary election, 4.3 percent of voters supported small, 
marginal parties – an expression of a growing anti-establishment sentiment that also leads to lower trust in 
research. The greatest negative change is among those who vote for minorparties (not represented in the 
parliament. and non-voters.

2. THE ANTI-ELITIST: This is part of an anti-elite mechanism, where low trust in elitesand institutions leads to 

low trust in research in general.

3. THE IDEOLOGIST: An ideological mechanism, where trust varies between researchfields in line with 

political attitudes (for example, higher trust inclimate research on the left and in economics on the right).

4. GEN Z: Young men are increasingly diverging from young women in their attitudes toward science and 

societal issues in general.
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Rekker, 2021

24%
29%

32%
31%

21%
25%

22% 19%
23%

25%

April 19 Juni 19 Nov 19 Mars 19 April 20 June 20 Januar 21 April 21 August 21 Januar 22

“Research results are largely influenced by the researchers’ own 

political views and perceptions”  (agree)



DISTRUST
Uncertainty, complexity, and risk

Populism

Integration with politics and “burden of 
trust"
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“Scientists collaborate secretly with politicians and the business sector”

Undecided

19%

40%

37%

19%

42%

38%
37%

23%

40%

2024 2025

Agree

Disagree N=3000
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2024 2025

18%

35%

47%

19%

38%

43%

20%

36%

44%

Disagree

“Ordinary people should trust their own life experience 

more than the recommendations of scientists”

Agree

Undecided
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2024 2025

16%
49%

16%

36%

48%

17%

34%

49%

Disagree

“Scientists are only interested in what benefits themselves”

Undecided

Agree

35%



What we fear the most

14/11/2025

20

OVERALL PICTURE 

– trust and polarization
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Uncertainty – appx. 15%
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Distrust – appx.10%
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Transparency about uncertainty 

strengthens trust

? ? ?
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Academic freedom & independence  

is a vehicle for trust 
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Not more, but smarter science communication
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Evidence-based critical thinking

✓



What we fear the most
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Key challenges for Sci Com?  

▪ Budgets cuts – science communication becomes 

a balancing item

▪ Science communication is not taken seriously 

enough at leadership level within institutions

▪ Knowledge – not gut feeling
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