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TEETxxx application 2026
The deadline for submitting applications for the current month Ethics Committee meeting is xxx at 16:00. By that time, the application must also be confirmed by the representative of the research institution.

	Research project application

	General

	Title in Estonian
	…

	Title in English
	…

	Principal investigator
	…

	Responsible institution
	…

	Study start date
	Please indicate the planned Start date Of the study. The start date should be specified based on when the recruitment of research participants begins. For data-based studies, the study start date should be specified based on when the processing Of personal data begins. If the contact details of participants are obtained from another source (e.g., the population register), the study Start date should be the date on which the participants' contact details are requested. The study start date cannot be earlier than the date Of the Research Ethics Committee meeting. The Research Ethics Committee does not evaluate studies that have already begun.
INSERT DATE

	Study end date
	Please indicate the planned end date of the study based on when the research activities involving participants end and the processing of personal data is completed. For data-based studies, the end date of the study should be determined by when the processing of personal data ends, i.e., when personal data are anonymised, deleted, or archived. If personal data collected within the study are planned to be used in future studies, the end date of the study should be the date when the processing of personal data for the purposes of the specific study ends. When determining the study end date, sufficient time should be allowed, taking into account that not all activities may progress at the desired pace. If the study activities are not completed by the indicated date, the application to the Research Ethics Committee must be extended.
INSERT DATE

	Fields of research
		Code
	Field of Research in English

	1.
	Natural Sciences

	1.1
	Mathematics

	1.2
	Computer and information sciences

	1.3
	Physical sciences

	1.4
	Chemical sciences

	1.5
	Earth and related environmental sciences

	1.6
	Biological sciences

	1.7
	Other natural sciences

	2.
	Engineering and technology

	2.1
	Civil Engineering

	2.2
	Electrical engineering, electronic engineering, information engineering

	2.3
	Mechanical engineering

	2.4
	Chemical engineering

	2.5
	Materials engineering

	2.6
	Medical engineering

	2.7
	Environmental engineering

	2.8
	Environmental biotechnology

	2.9
	Industrial biotechnology

	2.10
	Nano-technology

	2.11
	Other engineering and technologies

	3.
	Medical and health sciences

	3.1
	Basic medicine

	3.2
	Clinical medicine

	3.3
	Health sciences

	3.4
	Medical biotechnology

	3.5
	Other medical science

	4.
	Agricultural and veterinary sciences

	4.1
	Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries

	4.2
	Animal and dairy science

	4.3
	Veterinary medicine

	4.4
	Agricultural biotechnology

	4.5
	Other agricultural sciences

	5.
	Social Sciences

	5.1
	Psychology and cognitive sciences

	5.2
	Economics and business

	5.3
	Education

	5.4
	Sociology

	5.5
	Law

	5.6
	Political science

	5.7
	Social and economic geography

	5.8
	Media and communications

	5.9
	Other social sciences

	6.
	Humanities and the arts

	6.1
	History and archaeology

	6.2
	Languages and literature

	6.3
	Philosophy, ethics and religion

	6.4
	Arts (arts, history of arts, performing arts, music)

	6.5
	Other humanities








	Main objective of the study (in Estonian)
	Please briefly describe the purpose of the study and what will be done as part of it. Keep in mind that this short description will be added to the public licence document after the application has been approved.
…

	Main objective of the study (in English)
	Please briefly describe the purpose of the study and what will be done as part of it (it can be a direct translation of the Estonian short description). Keep in mind that the English short description will also be added to the public licence document after the application has been approved.
…

	Other involved institutions
	Add New
In ETIS, the following must be indicated for each involved institution: the authorised person, the authorised person’s contact information, the institution (a) can be searched in ETIS if the institution has been entered into ETIS; b) the institution’s name can be added as free text if it has not been entered into ETIS), the country, the role of the institution in the study (a brief explanation provided as free text), and the approval as a file.
For the approval, it is possible to upload both digitally signed files (.asice) and copies of confirmation letters (e.g. an e‑letter as a .pdf file). As different studies involve different types of institutions for various activities, the Research Ethics Committee does not require a single standard format for providing approvals – we accept different forms of approval commonly used in the relevant research field.

	Additional information

	Is this a student project?
	For bachelor's and master's level student theses, the application must be completed by the thesis supervisor, who is also the responsible researcher. The names of the student(s) must be added to the list of participants.
Yes/No

	Which subcommittee would you prefer to review your application?
	Please select which subcommittee you consider most appropriate based on the purpose Of the study, its field, and the methods used. When assigning a subcommittee, we take into account the study's field, the opinion of the subcommittee chair, the workload of the subcommittees, and the researchers' preference.
1) Biomedical Subcommittee
2) Social Sciences and Humanities Subcommittee
3) Health Data and Data Science Subcommittee

	Will part of the study be conducted outside Estonia?
	Yes/No

	Research Location Countries
	-select-

	Briefly explain the research activities taking place outside Estonia
	Describe in which countries the study-related activities will take place and what those activities research activities taking place outside are. Who is responsible for the research activities conducted in other countries? If this is an Estonia international project, you do not need to describe all activities of foreign partners throughout the project; instead, you should explain how the study or part Of the study conducted in Estonia is connected to the activities of the foreign project partners.
…

	Has the study or any part of it been submitted for review to another ethics committee in Estonia or abroad?
	Yes/No

	Additional information about previous or concurrent reviews
	Please list the ethics committees or institutions that have reviewed the study or any part of it. Specify when the review took place and what the outcome was. Include references to previous approvals or decisions.
…

	Has artificial intelligence been used in preparing the application or any of its parts?
	Yes/No

	Please explain for what purpose and to what extent AI was used
	…





	Staff

	Principal investigator

	Person
	Degree
	Institution and occupation
	Start date
	End date
	CV

	
	
	
	
	
	Please ensure that the principal investigator’s CV has been added. If the principal investigator does not have a public CV in ETIS, it should be uploaded as a separate file.

	Other researchers involved (main executors, collaborators)
	Add new





	Funding

	Funding sourced
	Please list all sources of funding for the study. If the study does not have a direct financial source and is carried out using the institution’s existing resources, please state this clearly here. Specify whether the researchers will receive additional payments for conducting the study or if it will be done as part of their regular duties. If additional payments are made to researchers, indicate the amount and the principles of remuneration.
…

	Estimated total cost of the study
	…

	Compensation and insurance for participants

	Will participants receive compensation (monetary and/or non-monetary) for taking part in the study?
	Yes/No

	Amount of compensation and/or description and justification of non-monetary compensation
	…

	Is insurance coverage for participants required for conducting the study?
	Yes/No

	Explanation of insurance coverage
	Please explain the need for insurance coverage. If possible, attach the policy document as a separate file in the application appendix.
…





	Methodology

	Background, purpose, and justification of the study

	Brief overview of previous studies on the same topic
	Provide a brief overview of the main results that form the basis of your study. A simple list of literature sources is not sufficient.
…

	Study objective, summary, and justification
	Describe why the study is necessary and what it aims to achieve. Clearly formulate the research questions and/or hypotheses. Ensure that the study title, purpose, and method are clearly connected.
…

	Sample and research methodology

	Description of the sample
	Describe the study population, their estimated maximum number, and age groups. Justify the sample size and the use or non-use of control groups. For registry and database studies, an estimated number of subjects should also be provided. List clear and well-justified criteria for including or excluding individuals from the study.
…

	Data collection
	Describe the methods by which data will be collected during the study and how many data collection rounds are planned. If existing data are used, describe the data composition, where the data are located, and how researchers will access them. If data from different datasets are combined, who will carry this out and how? Note: You do not need to describe aspects related to the processing of personal data here, as these are addressed separately in the personal data section.
…

	Data analysis
	Describe the analytical methods that will be used to process the collected data in order to achieve the study’s objectives. Specify the planned statistical and other analytical techniques, including the software to be used.
…





	Ethics

	Recruitment and informing of participants

	Are people directly involved as participants in the study?
	Involving people includes interviewing, surveying, observing participants, having them take part in experiments, measuring, collecting samples from them, or other research procedures in which the participant is directly involved. The question should be answered “No” if the study is based solely on data and does not involve direct participation of individuals (e.g., retrospective studies, studies based on datasets and registries).
Yes/No

	Recruitment of participants
	Describe how and from whom the study participants will be identified and invited to participate. Specify who will contact the participants, how they will be informed about the study, and how informed consent will be obtained.
…

	Are vulnerable individuals or individuals who may become vulnerable due to participation included in the study?
	For example: children, elderly people, individuals with chronic illnesses or disabilities, marginalized minorities.
Yes/No

	Justification for including vulnerable participants
	Describe which vulnerable individuals or groups will be included in the study and why their participation is necessary. Explain whether and to what extent participation in the study may increase their vulnerability.
…

	Impact of the study on participants

	Procedures and activities with participants
	Provide a detailed description of all planned activities or procedures involving participants, including invasive procedures, questionnaires, interviews, physical or mental interventions. Explain who will carry out these activities, where and how they will be conducted, how long they will last, and what the estimated time commitment and overall burden will be for the participant.
…

	Is the study physically invasive?
	For example, this includes taking blood samples, invasive procedures, restricting participants’ freedom of movement, physical exertion, or physical contact that exceeds what is experienced in everyday life.
Yes/No

	Description of physical intervention
	Please provide detailed information on: 1) Content and scope of the intervention: What procedures and activities will be carried out? What will participants need to do or what equipment will they use? What potential discomfort, pain, or burden might the intervention cause for participants? 2) Implementers and location: Who will perform the procedures, where, and under what conditions? 3) Frequency and duration: How many times and how long will each procedure last? 4) Necessity: Explain why these procedures and activities are necessary.
…

	Does participation involve significant mental strain or risk of mental health impairment?
	For example, dealing with traumatic experiences, psychological stress, showing disturbing images or violence, or evoking strong emotions. Although each question or topic affects people differently, the level of mental intervention referred to here is such that it is reasonable to assume that at least some participants will feel disturbed during or after the study in a way that interferes with their normal life.
Yes/No

	Description of mental strain or risk of mental health impairment
	Please describe in more detail: 1) Content and scope of the intervention: Through which activities (e.g., interviews, questionnaires, tests) does the impact on mental health occur? What does the mental or emotional harm consist of? Are personal, sensitive, or potentially disturbing topics addressed? 2) Implementers and location: Who will carry out these activities and under what conditions? 3) Frequency and duration: How long do these activities last? How many times will they be conducted? 4) Necessity: Explain why these activities are necessary.
…

	Use of human biological material

	Is human biological material collected, used, or stored during the study?
	For example, blood, saliva, tissue samples, DNA, RNA.
Yes/No

	Description of collection and use of biological material
	Please describe in more detail: 1) Samples and procedures: What biological samples will be collected and by which procedures? If previously collected samples are used, please specify their origin. 2) Processing and analysis: What will be done with the samples and what will be analysed from them? 3) Storage: Where, how, under what conditions, and for how long will the biological material and the data derived from it (e.g., genetic data) be stored? What will happen to the samples after the study ends? 4) Transfer: Will the biological material or the data derived from it be transferred to third parties (including to other countries)? If yes, to whom, for what purpose, and under what conditions?
…

	Use of artificial intelligence

	Is artificial intelligence used in the study?
	For example, machine learning, automated decision-making, application of large data models.
Yes/No

	Description of artificial intelligence use
	Please describe in more detail: 1) Purpose and capabilities of AI use: What is planned to be done with artificial intelligence and what are its limitations? 2) Data and algorithm: On what data will the AI be trained and/or applied? How will algorithmic bias be avoided? 3) Decision-making process: Does AI influence the decision-making process of researchers, participants, or other individuals in the study, and if so, how? 4) Responsibility: What technology, model, or software will be used in the study? Who is responsible for the lawful use of AI?
…

	Ethical risks and their mitigation

	Respect for participants
	How is the autonomy and dignity of the research participants ensured during the study? How is it guaranteed that participants take part in the study voluntarily and that they understand the purpose of the study and the possible effects of participation? What options do participants have to withdraw from the study, and what might be the consequences of withdrawal? In the case of a data-based study where people do not participate directly, it is important to consider how the data were obtained and explain whether the use of individuals’ data in this study is consistent with their expectations regarding how their data may be used.
…

	Benefits and harms associated with the study
	What is the burden on participants associated with taking part in the study (including economic and time-related)? What risks might participation in the study pose to participants or other individuals? What specific measures will you implement to mitigate these risks and reduce the burden? How is the well-being and protection of participants’ interests ensured during the study, especially when involving vulnerable individuals? Explain the benefits of the study, both the direct benefit to the participant and the indirect benefit to science or society. How are the benefits of the study distributed between the participants and other stakeholders interested in the study results? Summarize and justify whether and to what extent the expected benefits of the study outweigh the burden and potential harms to participants.
…

	Other ethical risks
	Are there any other ethical risks related to conducting the study that have not been addressed previously? Please explain the nature of these risks and how you plan to mitigate them.
…





	Personal Data

	Personal data processing control questions A

	Are personal data processed in the study?
	Personal data is any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person. The concept of personal data is not limited to information by which a person can be identified (direct and indirect identifiers), but also includes any kind of information that is directly or indirectly known about an identifiable person.
Yes/No

	Explanation for not processing personal data
	Briefly explain how the study will be conducted without processing personal data. Keep in mind that under the EU General Data Protection Regulation, personal data is any information relating to an identifiable person, and the processing of pseudonymized data is also considered processing of personal data. If anonymized or otherwise aggregated data is used, please explain who anonymized the data and how. According to the current interpretation, anonymization itself is considered personal data processing. Therefore, if you plan to anonymize the collected data yourself, this still constitutes personal data processing.
…

	Personal data processing control questions B

	Are personal data processed in the study?
	Personal data is any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person. The concept of personal data is not limited to information by which a person can be identified (direct and indirect identifiers), but also includes any kind of information that is directly or indirectly known about an identifiable person.
Yes/No

	Origin of personal data A

	Are personal data processed that are not collected directly from the individual??
	This refers to all cases of secondary use or reuse of personal data where the data already exists. If personal data is collected from publicly available sources, such as the web or social media, the answer to this question should also be “yes.”
Yes/No

	Are personal data processed from national databases or registries?
	If you process data from national registers, you must include in the application a description of the set of personal data requested from the register.
Yes/No

	How and from which sources are personal data obtained?
	Describe from which sources and how the personal data are obtained. Are these data collected in the course of previous studies? Are these data publicly available (e.g., from journalism or social media)? What restrictions or requirements apply to the processing of personal data from these sources? To what extent are the data subjects identifiable based on the data being collected?
…

	How is transparency in personal data processing ensured?
	Describe how the transparency of personal data processing is ensured. Is the research participant informed about the processing of their personal data, and if so, how?
…

	Origin of personal data B

	Are personal data processed that are not collected directly from the individual?
	This refers to all cases of secondary use or reuse of personal data where the data already exists. If personal data is collected from publicly available sources, such as the web or social media, the answer to this question should also be “yes.”
Yes/No

	Are personal data processed from national databases or registries?
	If you process data from national registers, you must include in the application a description of the set of personal data requested from the register.
Yes/No

	Which national databases are used in the study?
	Please indicate the databases or registers from which personal data used in the study originate. If the database is not listed, select “other” and specify the databases in the next question.
1) gene bank
2) health information system
3) cancer registry
4) cancer screening registry
5) pregnancy information system
6) myocardial infarction registry
7) tuberculosis registry
8) drug treatment database
9) causes of death registry
10) Infectious diseases registry
11) prescription center
12) health insurance fund database
13) other

	Explanation regarding the use of data from databases
	Describe the categories of personal data to be requested from national databases. Specify the database to be used if it was not included in the previous list. Describe how you intend to obtain the data and what conditions apply to their use. Explain how the different databases and datasets are related to each other. Justify why the requested data are necessary for conducting the study and how the principle of data minimisation has been observed.
…

	How is the secure processing of personal data from databases ensured?
	Explain how the secure processing and confidentiality of the data are ensured. Are the data pseudonymised, and if so, how? Who has access to the key (pseudonymisation code)? Where are the data stored? Who has access to the data? If the data are transferred to third parties (e.g., other researchers), what security measures are used when transferring the data?
…

	Are personal data obtained from sources other than national databases?
A
	Yes/No

	How is transparency in personal data processing ensured?
	Describe how the transparency of personal data processing is ensured. Is the research participant informed about the processing of their personal data, and if so, how?
…

	Are personal data obtained from sources other than national databases?
B
	Yes/No

	How and from which sources are personal data obtained?
	Describe from which sources and how the personal data are obtained. Are these data collected in the course of previous studies? Are these publicly available data (e.g., from journalism or social media)? What restrictions or requirements apply to the processing of personal data originating from these sources? To what extent can data subjects be identified based on the data being collected?
…

	How is transparency in personal data processing ensured?
	Describe how the transparency of personal data processing is ensured. Is the research participant informed about the processing of their personal data, and if so, how?
…

	Overview of personal data processing

	Which personal data are processed in the study?
	Provide an overview of all personal data processed during the study, regardless of how the personal data are obtained. Specify separately if special categories of personal data are used in the study. Describe, by category, which personal data are processed within the scope of the study. You do not need to list every individual attribute, but each category should include a few examples. For instance, the category ‘sociodemographic data’ may include attributes such as gender, age, and marital status. In the category ‘education data’, the data may include all acquired levels of education, time of obtaining education, and educational institution.
If personal data are obtained from different sources (from the data subject, social media, a register, etc.) or collected using different methods (interview, survey, observation, experiment), please specify how the different categories of personal data are collected in the study. If individuals with different roles participate in the study, specify which personal data are processed for each category of data subjects. For example, in an educational study, the categories of data subjects may include students, teachers, and parents. Note that there are no standard categories for distinguishing personal data and data subjects; categorisation may therefore be based on the researchers’ preferences or the specifics of the research field.
…

	Are there special categories of personal data among the processed data?
	Special categories of personal data are data revealing racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, or trade union membership, as well as genetic data, biometric data for the purpose of uniquely identifying an individual, health data, and data concerning a natural person’s sex life or sexual orientation.
Yes/No

	Explanation of special categories of personal data
	Please explain which special categories of personal data you process during the study and how these data are obtained.
…

	Are there more sensitive data among the personal data?
	There are several categories of personal data that do not fall under special categories but may still be sensitive due to their nature or the risk of misuse. These include, for example, data related to criminal offences, data concerning the use of social assistance or services, data describing a person’s economic situation, data concerning children and family life, data protected by the secrecy of communications, real‑time location data, and others. In some cases, personal data of vulnerable individuals may also be considered sensitive.
Yes/No

	Explanation of sensitive personal data
	Please explain which sensitive personal data you process during the study. How is the confidentiality of sensitive personal data ensured? How do you ensure that the processing of sensitive personal data does not harm the rights and well‑being of the data subjects?
…

	Responsibility for personal data processing A

	Who is the data controller?
	a) The responsible institution is the sole data controller.
b) The responsible institution is a joint controller with another institution.
c) The responsible institution is a processor; another institution is the controller.
d) Several institutions are involved, each responsible for its own data processing.

	Does any part of personal data processing occur without the data subject’s consent?
A
	Answer 'no' only if consent is the legal basis for all personal data processing operations at all stages of the study. If personal data are obtained from multiple sources and consent is the legal basis only for some of the data, while in other cases it is not, the answer to the question must be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data after the study concludes. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Does any part of personal data processing occur without the data subject’s consent?
B
	Answer 'no' only if consent is the legal basis for all personal data processing operations at all stages of the study. If personal data are obtained from multiple sources and consent is the legal basis only for some of the data, while in other cases it is not, the answer to the question must be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Are special categories of personal data processed without consent?
A
	If special categories of personal data originate from different sources, and in some cases the processing is based on consent while in others it is not, the answer to the question should be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Justification for not using consent
	Explain which personal data are processed without consent. Why is it not possible to obtain consent from the research participants for achieving the study objectives? On what legal basis are the personal data processed?
…

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data once the study has been completed. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Are special categories of personal data processed without consent?
B
	If special categories of personal data originate from different sources, and in some cases the processing is based on consent while in others it is not, the answer to the question should be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Justification for not using consent
	Explain which personal data are processed without consent. Why is it not possible to obtain consent from the research participants for achieving the study objectives? On what legal basis are the personal data processed?
…

	Are personal data processed without consent in an identifiable form?
A
	A form that allows the identification of the data subject means that the data are in a personalised form or otherwise allow the researchers to identify the data subject if necessary. This refers to the processing of personal data where the researcher can, if desired or required, re‑link the data to the individual—for example, to contact participants or send a new invitation to take part in the study. If the data have been collected by the researchers themselves, pseudonymised by the research team, and at least one member of the research team has access to the information that enables depseudonymisation, the answer to this question should be 'yes'. If the data have been released from a data registry in pseudonymised form and the researchers do not have access to the key, the answer should be 'no'.
Yes/No

	Description of circumstances preventing identification
	Describe the circumstances or specific measures that justify the claim that the data subjects are neither directly nor indirectly identifiable to the researchers. If the data have been provided to the researchers in pseudonymised form from a data registry and the researchers do not have access to the key, this explanation is sufficient. In other cases, additional clarification is needed to explain how re‑identification is prevented.
…

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data after the study has been completed. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Are personal data processed without consent in an identifiable form?
B
	A form that allows the identification of the data subject means that the data are in a personalised form or otherwise allow the researchers to identify the data subject if necessary. This refers to the processing of personal data where the researcher can, if desired or required, re‑link the data to the individual—for example, to contact participants or send a new invitation to take part in the study. If the data have been collected by the researchers themselves, pseudonymised by the research team, and at least one member of the research team has access to the information that enables depseudonymisation, the answer to this question should be 'yes'. If the data have been released from a data registry in pseudonymised form and the researchers do not have access to the key, the answer should be 'no'.
Yes/No

	Justification for using identifiable data
	Under the Estonian Personal Data Protection Act, additional restrictions apply to the processing of personal data that allow the identification of the data subject without consent (PDPA § 6). Please explain in more detail why the processing of data in identifiable form is necessary for achieving the objectives of the study, and why it is not possible to achieve these objectives using anonymous or anonymised data. Please explain why and to what extent the conduct of the study is in the public interest. Please explain what impact the study has on the rights of the data subjects. How is it ensured that the processing of personal data does not disproportionately harm the rights of the research participants, including by not creating new obligations for them or altering the scope of their existing obligations?
…

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data once the study has been completed. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Responsibility for personal data processing B

	Who is the data controller?
	a) The responsible institution is the sole data controller.
b) The responsible institution is a joint controller with another institution.
c) The responsible institution is a processor; another institution is the controller.
d) Several institutions are involved, each responsible for its own data processing.

	Explanation regarding the division of responsibility
	Explain which other institutions are responsible for the processing of personal data and how exactly the responsibility is divided between the different institutions. How has this responsibility been agreed upon? Have the institutions concluded a data processing agreement with each other? How and in what manner does the sharing of personal data between the institutions take place?
…

	Does any part of personal data processing occur without the data subject’s consent?
A
	Answer 'no' only if consent is the legal basis for all personal data processing operations at all stages of the study. If personal data are obtained from multiple sources and consent is the legal basis only for some of the data, while in other cases it is not, the answer to the question must be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data after the study concludes. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Does any part of personal data processing occur without the data subject’s consent?
B
	Answer 'no' only if consent is the legal basis for all personal data processing operations at all stages of the study. If personal data are obtained from multiple sources and consent is the legal basis only for some of the data, while in other cases it is not, the answer to the question must be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Are special categories of personal data processed without consent?
A
	If special categories of personal data originate from different sources, and in some cases the processing is based on consent while in others it is not, the answer to the question should be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Justification for not using consent
	Explain which personal data are processed without consent. Why is it not possible to obtain consent from the research participants for achieving the study objectives? On what legal basis are the personal data processed?
…

	Are special categories of personal data processed without consent?
B
	If special categories of personal data originate from different sources, and in some cases the processing is based on consent while in others it is not, the answer to the question should be 'yes'.
Yes/No

	Justification for not using consent
	Explain which personal data are processed without consent. Why is it not possible to obtain consent from the research participants for achieving the study objectives? On what legal basis are the personal data processed?
…

	Are personal data processed without consent in an identifiable form?
A
	A form that allows the identification of the data subject means that the data are in a personalised form or otherwise allow the researchers to identify the data subject if necessary. This refers to the processing of personal data where the researcher can, if desired or required, re‑link the data to the individual—for example, to contact participants or send a new invitation to take part in the study. If the data have been collected by the researchers themselves, pseudonymised by the research team, and at least one member of the research team has access to the information that enables depseudonymisation, the answer to this question should be 'yes'. If the data have been released from a data registry in pseudonymised form and the researchers do not have access to the key, the answer should be 'no'.
Yes/No

	Description of circumstances preventing identification
	Describe the circumstances or specific measures that justify the claim that the data subjects are neither directly nor indirectly identifiable to the researchers. If the data have been provided to the researchers in pseudonymised form from a data registry and the researchers do not have access to the key, this explanation is sufficient. In other cases, additional clarification is needed to explain how re‑identification is prevented.
…

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data once the study has been completed. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Are personal data processed without consent in an identifiable form?
B
	A form that allows the identification of the data subject means that the data are in a personalised form or otherwise allow the researchers to identify the data subject if necessary. This refers to the processing of personal data where the researcher can, if desired or required, re‑link the data to the individual—for example, to contact participants or send a new invitation to take part in the study. If the data have been collected by the researchers themselves, pseudonymised by the research team, and at least one member of the research team has access to the information that enables depseudonymisation, the answer to this question should be 'yes'. If the data have been released from a data registry in pseudonymised form and the researchers do not have access to the key, the answer should be 'no'.
Yes/No

	Justification for using identifiable data
	Under the Estonian Personal Data Protection Act, additional restrictions apply to the processing of personal data that allow the identification of the data subject without consent (PDPA § 6). Please explain in more detail why the processing of data in identifiable form is necessary for achieving the objectives of the study, and why it is not possible to achieve these objectives using anonymous or anonymised data. Please explain why and to what extent the conduct of the study is in the public interest. Please explain what impact the study has on the rights of the data subjects. How is it ensured that the processing of personal data does not disproportionately harm the rights of the research participants, including by not creating new obligations for them or altering the scope of their existing obligations?
…

	Disclosure, sharing, storage, and reuse of personal data
	Explain how and with whom personal data are shared during the study. Are there any plans to disclose personal data, and if so, how? Explain what happens to the personal data once the study has been completed. For how long will the personal data be retained after the study objectives have been achieved (specify at least the month and year)? Under what conditions, if any, can the personal data collected in the study be reused? How is the lawfulness of the retention and reuse of personal data ensured?
…

	Risks related to personal data processing

	Does the study involve systematic monitoring of individuals or collection of personal data via devices and sensors??
	Systematic monitoring includes, for example, the collection of location data, audio or video recording carried out outside the immediate research situation, and the systematic monitoring of people's activities online or in public spaces. The systematic collection of personal data through devices and sensors should also be considered as monitoring of individuals.
Yes/No

	Justification for systematic monitoring
	Please describe in more detail which methods and technologies are used for monitoring people. What is the purpose of the monitoring in the context of the study? What data are collected and analysed during this activity?
…

	Does the study involve profiling or automated decision-making about individuals?
	Profiling refers to the use of data collected from or about individuals to create models that help explain, predict, or influence the behaviour of individuals or groups. Automated decision‑making involves any type of decisions made regarding the research participants. If the study involves the development of automated decision‑making or profiling methods, the appropriate answer should be 'yes', and the methods under development and their potential applications should be described in the box below.
Yes/No

	Explanation regarding profiling or automated decisions
	Describe the planned methods and their potential impact on the research participants. To what extent may the automated decisions used or developed in the study affect individuals’ rights, wellbeing, or the scope of their obligations? Why is profiling necessary?
…

	Are personal data from different databases, registries, or other sources combined during the study?
	Yes/No

	Explanation regarding combining different datasets
	Describe which data are planned to be combined, who will carry out this process, and how the security of data processing will be ensured. Why is the combination of data necessary? What new knowledge about individuals will emerge as a result of combining the datasets? What is the potential impact of combining different datasets on individuals, their wellbeing, and their rights? How likely is it that data subjects can be identified on the basis of the combined data?
…

	Does the study involve large-scale processing of sensitive or special categories of personal data?
	A large number should be understood as: 1) in the case of special categories of personal data, 5,000 or more data subjects; 2) in the case of sensitive personal data, 10,000 or more data subjects.
Yes/No

	Specification of the scope of sensitive or special category data
	Please describe in more detail which sensitive or special category data are processed and for how many individuals. Please justify why large‑scale data processing is necessary.
…

	Are personal data transferred to third countries with insufficient data protection?
	Countries with an inadequate level of personal data protection are all states outside the European Union or the European Economic Area (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway). In addition, the European Commission has assessed the data protection level of some countries as adequate — for example, Japan, Canada, Korea, and the United Kingdom. The up‑to‑date list must be checked on the European Commission’s website.
Yes/No

	Explanation regarding countries with insufficient data protection
	Describe to which countries personal data will be transferred and which categories of personal data will be involved. Why is the transfer of personal data necessary? How is the security of personal data processing ensured? How is adequate protection of data subjects’ rights guaranteed in third countries?
…

	Are innovative solutions or new technologies used for personal data processing in the study?
	A data protection risk may also arise from the use of novel solutions or technologies that have not previously been used for collecting or processing data about individuals. Novelty may also consist in developing or modifying an existing solution in such a way that it can be used for collecting data for scientific purposes. ‘Novelty’ is a subjective and evolving concept, which makes it difficult to provide examples for this risk category. A general criterion is that something of this kind has not been done before, or that data about people or their activities have not been collected or monitored in this manner in research studies. For example, the use of neurotechnology to measure the state of the nervous system or to predict human behaviour could be considered novel.
Yes/No

	Explanation regarding innovative solutions or technologies
	Describe the novel solution or technology planned for personal data processing in the study. Justify why this novel data processing is necessary for achieving the study’s objectives. Are the risks associated with the novel solution known, and to what extent? What may be the impact of the data processing on the rights of data subjects? What measures will be taken to mitigate the risks associated with the novel data processing?
…

	Has a data protection impact assessment been conducted for the study?
	Yes/No

	Please explain why an impact assessment has not been conducted
	A data protection impact assessment must be carried out before the processing of personal data begins if, taking into account the nature, scope, context or purposes of the processing, there may be a high risk to the rights of data subjects. As at least two risk factors indicating a higher risk have been identified in the application form, the need to conduct an impact assessment should be considered further. Conducting a data protection impact assessment is the responsibility of the data controller.
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